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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walker 
et al. ("Walker") US Patent No. 6.203,430 B1 . 

3. Claim 1 : Walker teaches a method for directing the operation of a slot machine, 
the (claim 1) method comprising the steps of identifying a plurality of tracked symbols 
(par 4 lines 45-47). Initializing a plurality of running counts, each running count 
corresponding to a tracked symbol (par 3 lines 36-38). Generating an outcome 
represented by a plurality of symbols (par 3 lines 42-43). Determining an occurrence of 
at least one of the tracked symbols (par 3 lines 43-45). Selecting a running count, 
which corresponds to the occurrence of at least one of the tracked symbols (inherent 
par 3 lines 45-46). Adjusting the selected running count (par 3 lines 45-46). 
Detemnining a bonus payout based on the selected running count (par 3 lines 42-51). 

4. Claim 2: the step of adjusting includes one of adding a predetermined integer 
value to the selected running count and subtracting a predetermined integer value from 
the selected running count (claim 2). 

5. Claim 3: identifying an expiration condition representing a number of plays after 
which an occurrence of at least one of the tracked symbols expires and determining an 
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expiration of an occurrence of at least one of the tracked symbols based on the 
expiration condition (claim 3). 

6. Claim 4: identifying an expiration condition representing a time after which an 
occurrence of at least one of the tracked symbols expires and determining an expiration 
of an occurrence of at least one of the tracked symbols based on the expiration 
condition (claim 4). 

7. Claim 5: determining a payout based on the outcome. Determining whether the 
payout equals zero and in which the step of determining an occurrence is performed 
only if the payout equals zero (claim 5). 

8. Claim 6: storing the running counts on a player tracking card and in which each 
running count includes status data representing an expiration condition of each 
occurrence of a tracked symbol (claim 6). 

9. Claim 7: storing the running counts on a slot server and in which each running 
count includes status data representing an expiration condition of each occurrence of a 
tracked symbol (claim 7). 

10. Claim 8: determining a bonus payout further comprises determining the bonus 
payout based on a number of plays of the slot machine (claim 8). 

1 1 . Claim 9: determining a bonus payout further comprises determining the bonus 
payout based on a duration of time (claim 9). 

12. Claim 10: each running count represents occurrences of a tracked symbol 
generated by a second slot machine (claim 10). 
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13. Claim 11: receiving a wager and in which the step of determining a bonus 
payout further comprises determining the bonus payout based on a wager amount 
(claim 11). 

14. Claim 12: the tracked symbol includes at least one bonus symbol which 
contributes to the corresponding running count; at least one offsetting symbol; and in 
which adjusting the selected running count further comprise: subtracting occurrences of 
the at least one offsetting symbol (claim 12). 

15. Claim 13: determining a payout and determining a bonus payout comprises 
determining a multiplier to be applied to the payout (claim 13). 

16. Claim 14: determining a bonus payout includes determining points for a slot play 
reward system (claim 14). 

17. Claim 15: determining a payout for expired occurrences of a tracked symbol 
(claim 15). 

18. Claim 16: slot machine comprises a reel slot machine, and the symbols comprise 
reel symbols (claim 16). 

19. Claim 17: the reel slot machine includes a symbol display window and a payout 
line that is visible within the symbol display window; and in which determining an 
occurrence comprises selecting at least one tracked symbol from amongst all symbols 
displayed in the symbol display window (claim 17). 

20. Claim 18: determining an occurrence includes selecting the at least one tracked 
symbol from amongst symbols on one specified reel of the reel slot machine (claim 18). 
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21 . Claim 19: a method for directing the operation of a slot machine, the method 
comprising the steps of identifying a plurality of tracked symbols; associating a 
predetermined expiration condition with each occurrence of each tracked symbol after 
which each occurrence is expired; generating a plurality of running counts, each running 
count corresponding to a tracked symbol and identifying a bonus payout based on at 
least one running count (claim 21 ). 

22. Claim 20: a method comprising identifying a plurality of tracked symbols, each 
having associated therewith an expiration condition after which the tracked symbol is 
expired; generating a running count for each tracked symbol, including adding to the 
running count for a new occurrences of the tracked symbol and subtracting from the 
running count for expired occurrences of the tracked symbol, thereby determining an 
ongoing count of active occurrences of each tracked symbol; identifying a bonus value; 
and generating a bonus payout when at least one of the running counts exceeds the 
bonus value (claim 22). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel Omotosho whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3106. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 10-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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